
STORM DR A I NAG E 

In the past very littl e c urb, 

been built in Southern Pin e s. For 

gu tter, o r storm drain age has 

the most p a rt this work e d 

very well. Mos t p eo pl e li ve d in single f a mily dwellin gs o n l a rg e 

l o ts. This left a great d ea l of o p en g r o und t o s oak up wate r , 

a nd most of the soils in the Southern Pin e s area a re very good 

a t a bsorbing water. The s a ndy soils a bs o rb e d water so we ll it 

wa s thought that storm drains were not needed. And, in many 

sections of t own 

As more an d 

th ey were n o t needed. 

more of the o p e n g r o und is cove r e d with houses, 

is l e ss and streets, p a rking lots, a nd 

l ess open gro und to a bsorb 

more intensive, smaller a nd 

used. Homes and businesses 

other d eve lopment, th ere 

wa ter. As urb a n development be co mes 

less desir a ble buildin g l o ts are 

a r e bein g built on steep e r hillsides 

an d in dr a in age a reas th a t once were covered with vegetation . 

A ll of this le a ds t o the need for artificial drain age to t a ke the 

place o r supplement natur a l dr a in age which is d e stroyed. 

The storm dr a in ag e system in Southern Pines is co nfined 

ma inl y t o th e cen tr al secti o n of the o ld p a rt of t own . Dr a ina ge 

in this section is b a si ca ll y a dequ a te due to th e f avo r a ble soils 

and high per ce nt age of o p e n l a nd. 

In west Southern Pines the situation is diff ere nt . Th e l a nd 

is more hilly, an d there is l es s vegetation. After a he avy rain, 

s a nd can be seen d e p os it e d ac r oss entire streets in l ow areas. 

Along steep streets, areas where sand h a s washe d o ut from under 

the street p avement can be o bs e rv e d . This l ea ds t o p ave ment 

breaking up a l o n g th e e dg e o f streets . Southern Pin es h a s ma de 

a l a rge investment in street p aveme nt in thi s a r ea within th e 

p a st few ye ars. In o rd er 

a dequ a te facilities, c urb, 

built. 

t o pr o t ec t t h i s investment a nd 

g utt e r, and s t o rm dr ains n eed 

pr ovi d e 

to be 

Southe rn Pines is l oca t ed o n t wo hills, one west of highway 

U . S . a nd o n e eas t of th e hi g hw ay . The hi g hway ge n era ll y 

~ fo ll ows the va ll ey b e tw ee n th e tw o hi ll s. Many of th e stree t s 
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